Seminary ' 
sets  record 
number  of 
Dec.  grads 


NEW  Ora.EANS  (on  -  New 

Orieitiis  Seminaty  set  a  Ml 
semester  record  when  the 
^year-old  Southern  Baptist 
instttntion  awarded  depees 
to  254  graduates  during  00m- 
menoemcBt  Dee.  14- 

Of  the  ^  araduates.  40  stu¬ 
dents  reeehva  doctoral  degrees 
—  one  of  the  larBt*f  do^oral 
classes  on  record. 

Pointing  graduates  to  the 
experiences  they  will  incur 


State  Evangeltsiii  #Drt.  set  for  Jan 


(SBC). 

■  Jeff  LaBotg.  senior  pas¬ 
tor  at  First  Church  -  Bast 
Campus  in  Indian  TVail.  N.C. 

■Fred  tuter.  senior  pastor 
of  Franklin  Avenue  Cfatuch  in 
New  Orleans  and  the  enrrent 
SBC  president  in  Ms  second 
term. 

■  Bob  Phtnan,  retired  pas¬ 
tor  of  Kithy  Woods  Church 


sage  arith  them  that  ‘any  life 
can  be  changed  tfarouih  iesns 
Christ,  that  anv  sin  and  any 
brokanness  can  be  restored  and 
mended,  that  there  is  no  cir¬ 
cumstance  in  whidi  God  cannot 
work,  that  there  is  no  sttnation 
in  vd^  hope  cannot  be  found. 


*It‘a  to  provide  fomilias  that  attend,  the  more  Board  (kf  BCB)  in  Jadaoo. 

an  oppottmSw  for  b^  pas-  they  wUl  leave  at  the  dose  of  Featured  speakers  indude: 

tors  and  dinrch  fsmlHas  to  the  conference  with  the  auti-  ■JimPutral,  MBCBexecu- 

bo  encouraged  to  share  the  vatkm  to  reach  loot  people  for  thre  director. 

Gospel  with  their  eommuni-  Christ,*  said  Don  tom,  con-  ■  Kevin  Hamm,  aeaior 
tke.  Evangelism  dioukl  be  fetabce  organiser  and  dirac-  paator  at  Gerdendale  First 
important  to  every  Christian,  tor  of  evangdism  at  the  Ills-  Church  in  Gerdendale,  Al. 

I  just  biUm  the  more  diordi  sissippi  Baptiet  Convantion  ■  Johnny  Hunt,  senior 


the  Smple'  act  of  repentance 
and^* 

)  In  addition  to  saaooiate, 
bacbdor,  master,  and  doc¬ 
toral  digraea  aamrded,  the 
samlnaiy  cunferted  aevcral 
degreea  for  die  first  time  dur¬ 
ing  the  ostonony.  These  de- 
nees  incMad  graduate  cer- 
Bfieatoa  in  women’s  ministry,^ 
bivocational  ministty.  churdi 


proved  in  sou.  The  other  two  ■ 
online  asaster  degreea  cunentBr 
avaiUle  are  the  msater  of  arts 
in  bihPcal  stndiaa  and  the  mas¬ 
ter  of  atts  in  theology. 

While  avaUahle  coinpleteiy 
online,  each  of  the  three  degrees 
also  STS  available  in  a  tradttkm- 
al  daaaroom  format  or  a  com- 
binatioa  of  bodt  The  ability  to 
cuatomixe  each  degree  allows 
the  atudsnt  to  tailor  coonca  of. 
study  to  fit  individoal  needs. 


BOJUID  LEAOCRS -■  Ntovty-aiacMd  offloacs  of  the  lOO-mambar  MMa 
Board  for  2014  inchida  (from  toft)  OraoWhmodc,  senior  paator  of  Firm  C 
praaidant  Mark  Vmoarrt.  paator  of  Ctotke-Vsnabto  Church  In  Pacatur,^ 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Riptoy,  recording  aacratary.  (Photo  by  WWigi^ 
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Radicals  in  2012^1 


^  John  AniifciMlto  pastor  of 
^  First  Chureh  CoWord  in  Knox- 
viUa,  Tn.,  tcBs  of  a  mission  trip 
be  M  at  a  pra«4eui>  dmreh  he 
pastored.  The  name  of  the  Asian 
country  thev  visited  wfli  he  omit¬ 
ted  due  to  the  sensitivity  of  the 
oncoinf  missionary  won  then. 

Avant  said  be  met  a  woman  in 
a  smalt  village  who  had  accepted 
Jesus  C3iriit  as  her  Lord  and 
Savior,  and  was  so  filled  with  the 
H(riy  Spirit  that  she  becan  trav- 
eliiv  to  neighboring  villages  to 
spr^  the  Good  News.  - 
The  gosin^sat  discouraged 

even  ai 

toJaiTherottsev- 
eru  occasionsoD  a 
variety  of  charges. 

Eadi  time  she  was 
Impriabned,  the 
authorities  would 


ridicule. 


No  truth^  person  even  told  us 
it  would  be  e^  to  take  a  stand 
for  Jesus.  IftJsbistoiT  of  Chris¬ 
tiania  teadiea  us  anything,  it  is 
that  Mierers  must  be  prepared 
for  the  coot  of  fsUowiim  Jesus. 
Even  Jesus  clearly  explained  that 
tons. 

We  have  become  so  eomfort- 
abie  and  relaxed  in  oar  affluence 
and  percaf  sad  fliqiitisf  security 
that  we  don't  InsMsckiafi^e 
boat  We're  too  r 


Whan  did  American 
Christians  stop  being 
"dangerous  radicals' 
.  for  Jesus  Christ? 
Whan  did  we  decide 


_  too 

Warm  in  the  eold 
winter.  There  are 
no  misaOee  rainiiu 
down  on  our  beaifiL 
Many  of  ut  have 
become  so  spiritu- 


tbey  were  making 
her  a  martyr  among 
the  people  to  whom 
she  naq  witneaaed. 
Each  time  she  was 
released,  she  would 
go  i!ght  back  to 
evangelizing. 

DMperateto 
slow  down  her 
mowing  ministry, 
thegover 
assig 


to  the  wmr  "r”  ..  .  I 

get  80  comfortable 


!  government 


eo,  ane  <xmnnuea  on 
,  Avant  sakL  under 
t  din  of  lowwieakets 
»n't  Bataa  to  Als  wom- 


isisned  employees 
to  shadow  bm  every 
move  and  follow  her  from  vil 
to  village  in  a  pickup  with  a . 
lie  addi^  svMam  mounted  bn 
top.  'Don't  listen  to  this  womanl* 
they  would  loudly  snaounce.  *Siie 
is  a  dangerous  tMieali* 
Undeterred,  she  <xmtinued 
her  mission,  Avant 
the  constant 

blaring,  *Don'  _ 

an)  She  is  a  dangareos  radScall* 
Avant  takes  a  long  pause  at 
this  point  in  the  telui^  of  the 
story,  and  asks,  *When  did  we 
stop  being'dangeroua  radicals’ 
for  Jesus  (%ristV 
Wow.  What  a  bombsheil 
cmestion.  When  did  American 
Christians  stem  beiM  ‘dangerous 
radicais'  for  Jesus  Cnrist?  When 
did  we  decide  to  taka  the  easy  way 
out?  When  did  we  get  so  comfort¬ 
able  that  we  stopp^  challenging 
the  culture  and  winning  peo^ 
to  Jesus?  When  did  American 


that  we  stopped 
challenging  the  culkire 
and  winning  people 
to  Jesus?  VVI^  did 
American  Christians 
cease  risking  rkficule, 
reiectioa  and  censure 
for  the  sake  of  our 
faHowman? 


any  mistreatment 
of  Jetus  and  His 
followers,  and  any 
misrepresentation 
of  who  we  really 
are,  wMiottt  exert- 
iiM  as  much  as  a 
whimper  in  protest. 

We  will  slkn*  an 
honorable  man  to 
be  publicly  reviled 
as  an  extremist  and 
unfit  for  socieW 
because  he  had  the 
audacity  to  publicly  define  ain  for 
vrhat  H  la.  WeTi  pansit  any  kind 
of  putrid  ‘entertainment’  into 
our  hoBsaa  -  and  into  our  chil- 
daen’t  minds  -  m  kmg  at  no  one 
amkas  Ihs  of  ns  and  calls 


We  win  avert  our  eyes  while 
babies  are  UQad  every  day  on  a 
whim  and  dmak  Aivers  are  al¬ 
lowed  to  oonttBUc  their  slaughter, 
as  long  as  we  can  swim  in  the 
warm  social  mainstream. 

Is  it  too  late,  or  can  we  once 
again  asaume  the  rightful  role  of 
a  Christian?  Can  we  purposely 
change  ourselves  and,  in  the 
process,  changs  the  world  is  vtsya 
that  will  bring  honor  to  our  Hssv- 
mly  Father  and  lead  mankiiMl  to 
eternal  salvation? 

Are  we  ready  to  once  again  Jete 
the  ranks  of  ‘dangerous  radi¬ 
cals?’  A  lost  world  in  : 
our  decision. 


I  2014  awaits 


Are  you  and  your 
church  ‘all  in?’ 


Our  commitment  to  reach  the  _ 
peoples  of  the  world  with  the 
Gonpel  unites  us  as  Southern 
Baptists  like  nothing  ebe.  Our  history 
shows  we  take  Jesus  Great  Commis¬ 
sion  (Matt.  28.-18-20)  serioosiy,  as 
we’ve  planted  the  Gospel  in  both  fruit¬ 
ful  and  harsh  soils  around  the  globe 
for  168  y^^ 

Even  today  as  1  visit  efaurebra 
throughout  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC),  I  see  that  passion 
displayed  in  many  Southern  Baptists 
¥fho  ate  complet^  committed  to  fulfill¬ 
ing  the  Great  CommisBion.  ..  ,  0.1 

Yet  vdth  6,000  people  groups  world¬ 
wide  with  little  or  no  access  to  th:  Goa- 
pei  of  Jasas  Christ—  and  billmns  who 
ha^  never  responded  to  Him  in  faith  — 
we  atill  have  mudi  work  to  do.  It’s  clear 
that  to  finish  the  miasioo  Jesus  gave  nt. 
we  can’t  settle  for  business  as  usual  in 
North  Amorica. 

With  Southern  Baptists  in  a  period  of 
decUiting  baptisms  and  church  mem- 
ber^p,  we  must  take  s  lonfc  hard  look 
at  hnarthoae  realitiea  have  Mped  our 
m'ssfcMMlpotntiM  in  the  atst  century. 

The  task  before  ns  now  is  too  big  and 
for  too  important  for  us  not  to  u  in 
to  complete  it  The  realty  of  billions 
around  the  world  headed  for  s  Qurist- 
less  eternity  requires  that  we  do  what¬ 
ever  it  takes  to  reach  the  nationa. 

to  become  more  globally  minded  SBC 
partners.  Each  cmireb  planter  the  North 
American  Miaaion  Board  (NAMB) 
partners  with  commits  to  give  to  the 
Cooperative  Program  and  other  Great 
Commisaion  cauaes  —  like  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmaa  Ofrerin|^(triiich  ia  stiO 
even  though  Chnstmas  has 

We’re  also  pihviding  funds  for  church 
planters  to  take  viaion  trips  with  the 


BSptistReeord 


Guest  opinioa 

with  Kevin  Ezell 


The  reality  of  billions 
[the  worid  headed  for 
T  Christ-less  eternity  requires 
that  we  do  whatever  it  takes 
to  reach  the  nations. 

International  Mission  Board  to  see  for 
tbemseives  the  needs  among  unreached 
>le  groups  (UFGs)  tinonghout  the 


woi 

This  paitnership  is  already  impact¬ 
ing  Southern  Baptist  church  planting  ef¬ 
forts  in  North  America  and  throt^out 
the  worid.  One  Toronto  church  planter 
recently  returned  from  a  trip  among  a 
UFG  In  Africa.  No  city  outside  of  Africa 
has  more  people  from  that  UFG  than 
Toronto.  NAMB  and  International  Mis- 
skm  Board  (IMB)  church  piantera  ate 
working  together  to  see  how  they  can 
he^  one  another  in  their  ministries 
through  this  partnership. 

When  it  comes  to  reaching  the  na¬ 
tions,  ive're  all  in  at  JWIhSfo  4  appreefote 
IMrs  Lottie  Moon  theme,  Totally  His. 
It’s  consistent  with  one  of  our  core  val¬ 
ues  at  NAMB:  Whatever  It  Takes. 

Anyone  who  walks  into  our  building 
in  Alpharetta,  Ga.,  sees  that  phrase  on  a 
huge  sign  over  our  door.  We  re  eommit- 
tca  to  ming  whatever  it  takes  to  read 
North  Ammrica  because  we’re  commit¬ 
ted  to  doing  whatever  it  takes  to  rpach 
the  work).  • 

Eattt  serves  os  president  qfNAMB. 
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Jtmmtry  2,2014  The  Batiist  Rbcokd' 


Muslim  convert's  life 


marriage  upended  by  decision 


S’nE.'ssr-*"'”"'"'-" 

;^^SSifefcrthe«te^SE2T2  ’^••viTOframGod 
thoy^l^d never cd me T  **»  fa  « icaiy,  cold,  id  tfaA  ni^ 

.  exKtt' wiMt  RMheed  ww  idui.  7^°***— *raefci»iB«immiwWn£^S 

Mgro) Man thrt God cwjflhST^^ 

yfaA  wiy  MiMtana  miMrinmlv  h»iS  y  *^<»medownopine.inthi»rfMp- 

Sr5*-»«a*»*e‘*fa'l<«elwanever 

that  told  ihS  otfaenSfnt^^  S  ^ Southern Bapth 

gw»<«hantowa8notfroBime,'Ra-  idre  Me  mnr  •^‘•''fatonof  Jeeue 

to  d^man.  de^'^?»  t32S!^  3SiR’SKS^i£  saKf 

AiS??^iPP^fa>j^q»Pfa»iRa-  SSr^SSS?2^S2S£!?*'?^“'v‘*  ^dwS^ 

tWImUrt 

^■saja^zaS 

■Wi^heandJohobeSSbroSS  «««anaa 

n^ead  of  frieoda.  “****'  ^**“  called  JlH  Foa- 

■  »fa>rt-term 

Bm  if  ---  ^•"  Ottfafattn*.  end 

“*■""  ■•**‘1  her  to  come  over  right  away. 

Baned  from  the  hmm  bv  Hrik  .Mm  .^ju  Tf*  *  tnember  of  JoEo'a  team 

»€L%Sa'==< 

ananAn5c^nallahvMj»rLi,^ffiin  *****  «*»»  aaw  when  Hrih  m. 

uk^baniah^llram thearhouae, toa  m^ii nl*^ ^'^^’’fattAl  wood  ftom  •  gheyoamoDw  a 

to  at  oigliL  but  erentuafly  Rariieed  real-  ^Sii.  <n  -  ■  bat  didnT  deny  thi 

lwivZt*awr!fc^j5???J??** ’*•■*  timmrd.  tin  rhiw  rim^J  TL  ban- T  beMeve  in 

he^athhdtopwhilewtotingfarma-  ;SKi";::a!ipt’aK: 
jn*  more  RaAeed  read,  the  more  he  i  .  .  WiTSl,*" 

mtod  to  know.  Tt’a  Hhe  when  aowwne  inii!-*-^  y  daa^  cUn  miring  ctoa-  “R  ww  like 

real^tongiy  and  they  really  wmttoS  iSS'rwS^  ***  with  hh^l 

kL  in  the  Mn«  W9V  iiifMi^  4«. ....  _?j  r^* .  ^'^obviouithecQur^  tbm  iAk.a  i. 


^^••^^(noChisrwl 


S^v."arsrsz  Ka.a“,.SZ^.S:g?i3SS 

^ssgssjSBS 

"^otfaenTShe^so  recruited  her  W Aia qm  bpihMi 

^wmM:  ^  herwaywmdhua-  '^“J^wWiHeliaremainaonthe 

Rto^waatndy  fa^SddSISM^riJir'J*'' ' 
■  decMtaitofaaoi^  to  ten  » 

!&  told  him  every-  ‘“illf'’'  fatsbeed  admits. 

-■^SKS^JSS: 

aowislli«iini« 

ibatheBilboooineaSS  be* 

ithtoand^SS^rhl?  h2^JmTwir*^‘*.^W'* 

•*^biaheDthei-in^iW  S!  "  t?*'  »o«Peooe  behevea  in 

n.3Staadty4fiid^Sgrf?£:  Jfc^faotabw*  to  that  fright  when 


OfafaTm  probably 

MM. !_:  j .1  •  *• 


MEDICARE 


1  -h’fnent 


the  guidelines  sM  the  dictates  of  our 
Loro  and  watch  w  possibilities  of 
spbitual,  i^ysieal,  Uitellectual  and 
eoMtionargrowth.  You  can  grow  in 
theeounty  of  Is. 

In  Is,  you  can  observe,  ^that 
I  do  not  mean  you  aro  to  just  sit  and 
watch  the  world  go  Inr,  but  rou  can 
obeerve  others  and  the  needs  that  nay 
be  there  and  the  possibilities  that  ex¬ 
ist.  listen  to  Jesus  as  He  says,  *Say 
not  ye,  there  are  yet  four  months,  and 
then  cometh  harvest?  Behold,  I  say 
unto  you,  lift  up  your  eyes  and  look  on 
the  fields;  for  they  are  white  already 
to  harvest*  (John  4:35).  There  are 
opportunities  around  us  all  of  the  time 
to  '"sfce  a  difference  in  someone’s  life, 

to  share  the  Good  News  of  Jesus  wi^ 
someone,  and  to  share  the  redemptive 
and  restorative  power  of  Jesus  with 
the  peocde  that  we  meet  ButyouwiD 
have  to  W  in  U  and  keep  yonr  eyes 
open  and  bbaerve. 

Ftaadly,  iws  am  do.  Vorvirtually 
evi^tme  Mus,  there  win  be  opportu¬ 
nities  diat  will  come  even  dqr  to  do 


t  die  stroke  of  midnuht  December 
31,  theoretically  we  ro  cross  ^ 
bonier  into  the  year  2014.  Iknow 
Une,  but  it  is  an 
oAoi  a  bizarre 

land  Theyear  2014  i*J»*t  another  Mut 
of  the  land  of  time.  Itisastatewe^ 
^sit  that  we  have  never  been  in  beftne. 

Time  is  an  unusual  thing.  Youcannot 
see  h  or  touch  it,  and  yet  it  smroun* 
an  of  us.  It  dictates  so  num  diiw  « 
ourUves.  ’niisSUteofTimeisdivKled 
into  365  dw.  8.7*®  hours, 

minutes  and  31,^,000  secM^  By 
the  way,  as  you  nave  read  this  tar  you 
have  ah^  used  up  about  30  seconds 
of  your  yeany  allotinenL  Butsinceyou 

hiue  over  a  naif  miUioii  minutes,  S|^id 
a  few  of  them  thinkiag  shoot  vrhat  ^ 
ivill  be  like  in  this  amazing  land,  this 
StateofTime.  ^  ^ 

Acn^,  this  state  has  diree  00^  , 

des.  TbeeosintieaaiytjaiisodWaa, 
wm  Be,  and  la.  MoA  oHShr  days 

be  ment  visiting  these  three  coonda  in 
the  State  of  Time.  Since  you  and  I  will 
spend  so  mndi  time  here,  let  me  juirt 
bri^  describe  what  the  landscape  is 
like  in  each  of  diese  counties. 

First,  look  ad  die  county  of  Was. 

It  is  a  ptace  dominated  memoi^  It 

U  kina  cpf  a  foma]  place  where  Dotb*  ^ 
ins  actiially  codfts  io  the  pMcnL  Botit 
sure  seems  Hke  eveiyti^  »  real  as  w 
vilttit  Evorw>ne wul <fam in out 


thetitiean 


s:s:,“5s£fsr.sS£K- 

ed  and  they  remain  in  Was.  finay.GMdtiei 

Butdhwaiealoohmtnilthi^in  sudHewrotsusto 

Wssthatneedtobedroppeitaff^ 
forgotten.  No  doubt  some  of  those 
diingsare what Faul was pointingtom'-  “B 
S^lifewhenhesaid.-Brediren,I  die  folks  ^jjJs^ 

count  not  mysdf  to  have  apprehend:  to  ito  othrr  aaetw 
■botthisoneddnaI^,foigrttingAose  wtwwimoro^ 

diings  which  ambehind.  and  reach-  aim,  rot  ate,  rw 

ing  forth  unto  those  diittgswhidi  are  poHedTOttHg^ 

broite*(Phfl.3:»3)Hereisamanwbo  Bnlta»8m 

had  been  abused,  mfeuaed,  beaten, 

jailed,  ignored  and  isolated.  But  he  n theooly 

V^^edt^  those  things,  one  or  dl  of  artuafly  change  any 
them,  shape  his  life  away  hw  lA^ 

Forjmd  a  few  momenta  lefa 
len»«  Was  and  go  to  the  comity  of  H.  ForhisintUr 

WlHBe.  This  county  is  a  land  that  is  actuals  engm  >•« 
filled  with  high  mountains  and  grand  poasibimies  b^n 


structures.  WdL  actually  it  is 


Yon  MO  grow.  You  can  follow 


College  and  Seminary  News 


(At  taftl  Rva  atudsnts  from  Misaiaaippi  racoived  doctorataa  from  NSW  OBLCANS  BAFTIBT  THCOLOOICAL  BEMMARY 
Oac.  14.  Jbtaph  Hardin  Cola  from  Skana,  who  aaivaa  aa  aanior  pastor  at  Rrat  Church  of  Bora,  rooshmd  iha  doctor  of  minia- 
trv  daoraa;  Jeffray  L  Ingram  from  MoWla,  Ala.,  who  aarvaa  aa  adult  minfetry  strategist  at  the  Louisans  Baptist  Coovantioo  In 
Alexandria,  La.,  raeaived  the  doctor  of  mWatry  degrae:  Oarak  S.  Lambatt  from  Miaaiaaippi.  who  sarvw  as  aanior  pastor  at 
First  Church  Hig;i  Springs  in  Hi(^  Springs.  Fla.,  recaivachthe  doctor  of  ministry  dagroa.;  John  Elliot  Ruid  from  Hatdasburg, 
who  aarvaa  aa  aanior  pastor  at  Calvary  Baptist  Church  in  Slidall,  La.,  raceivad  the  doctor  of  ministry  degraa;  and  Jaaon  Roger 
Wbde  from  Laurel,  who  servae  aa  family  pastor  at  Fatal-Harvay  Baptist  Church  in  f^l,  mfo^^raa. 

Pictured  from  left  to  right:  Cola;  Ingram;  Lambert  N08TS  Praaidant  Chuck  Kalldy;  Raid:  andyWsda,  (At  rigljfc»  P^r 

of  MTANILLA  CHURCH.  MONT1CCU.O,  raoaivad  hla  Maatar  of  DIvinItv  dagraa  from  tha  MW  OMXAW  MRT18T  TMO- 
LOGICAL  SEMIMARY  during  Osonmber't  comm«octfTw«  •xmeiwm.  On  bah«if  of  tt>o  enunfis  dsoww  U-n  Killmg> 

•worth,  Alvy  D*w»«y,  Rkk  Dnvit,  arKl  Robort  Lm  proMnt  |o«nt«r)  with  •  robe  m  •  gr»du«tk>n  prtMnt 


O’Mire 
Financial' 
JL  Services 
1.800.844J254 
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Winter 


Olympics-themed 

Engage  Sochi’  kits  available 

mie  message  vwe  have  to  share  »  so  much  mo. 
pre^  then  vvinning  a  goW  modal  somethin 
only  a  few  ever  got  the  chance  to  do.  V\te  are  taildn 

about  something  that  every  person  can  have  ■ 
a  personal  relationship  with  God,  and  the  Olvmni 


converge  ig  Sochi.  RunU 
Jw  the  22^  O^pic  Win- 
w  Games  in  Febniaiy  2014. 
Mirons  acroM  the  gfebe  wDl 
gther  aronnd  their  television 
•ote  to  watch  this  event. 

Pot  Chnstiaas,  this  creates 
opportniiifv  to  share 
the  Go«>d,  not  only  at  the 
games  Mt  within  their  own 
.communities. 

^  While  it  to  important  to  nse 
me  uiympies  as  an  oppor- 

h  IS  important 

for  Chrteians  to  oae  the  event 

to  spread  the  Gospel  aronnd 
t^r  own  communities,  said 
Hooks,  an  Interna¬ 
tional  Mission  Board  (IMB) 
correspondent  based  in  Eu¬ 
rope  w-diractor  of  the 


ENioAGE 

your  community 


■otorNMlonol  MlaMon  Board 

**?**•'*•*  •  rosonree  the  01 
Co®-  tlMt  Ml 
munity.  The  Lt  helpa  Chris-  Hoo 
tiw  nae  the  Games  used  in 

•• ‘"fy  to  share  the  Goepel  thesan 
recess  of  their  location!^  STpS! 

■The  message  we  have  to  toshar 


ronfc  Where  the  Sea  Meets 
the  ^ow.  written  specifically 
for  toe  pn^  by  Nashville 
**“er  and  songwrit- 
cr  Jeff  Bourque. 

.  ."^e  very  excited  about 
^  Projert,’  Hooks  said. 
TThe  ^nd  the  torch  U  lit 

jvhat  IS  happening  in  Sochi. 
What  better  way  to  start  a 
convention? 

,  “  not  juM  a  thing 

for  churches  in  the  SUtes. 
Churches  from  around  the 
world  will  be  using  these 
materials  to  help  reach  the 
Iieople  in  their  communi¬ 
ties  share  the  message  of  Je- 
sus  irith  their  Mends  and 
neiahbora.’ 

The  packet  U  also  available 

in  Russian  and  will  be  used  by 
Russian-language  churches 


relabonahip  with  Oo^  and 


0«tiM  wreb 

To  downloRd  tho  Engog# 
Community  poefcot. 
vi*rt  •noRQMocht.oro/r*^' 
•ourcot. 
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wianH  Id  radukaDOtainutiJiM  gr  i4d  i 
Mi  to  ftoiwMBl  bnunlito*  cto  CMto  M 

0itoM,220tNMtondPbot  naraiioD.MS  to 


I  onMM  itom  ■♦iHinn  to  CMto«a’> 
MtotokyandatoiipiMtonkrtototongiMI- 
totoi  gndw  14  Into  t  ntotontito  «■<  Jmui 
CMitIfIntoiitoii.ptoMn  (ndyoriMM 


CLASSIFIEDS 


provided  by  the  miMk  minia- 
tiy  of  Northcretot  Chuich  under 
the  direction  of  the  church’* 
worship  pastor.  Pau]  Oavi*. 

Dinner  will  be  provided  for 
conference  attendm  between 
the  close  (4:30  P-m-)  of  the 
Jan.  27  afternoon  aesrion  and 
the  b^inning  (6:15  p-m.)  of 
the  evwne  ae«rion.  There  is 
no  cost  andno  reservations  are 


For  mote  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  M8CB  Evangelism 
Department  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
JtOaon,  MS  3920S-0530. 
Teiephone:  (6otj  292-^278 
or  toll-free  outside  Jsoison 
(Boo)  7^.-i6S>,  ext.  278.. E- 
mail:  ieUis^mbch.org.  Web 
site:  mbcb.org. 

The  annual  Mississippi 
Baptist  State  Evangelism  is 
supported  by  gifts  to  the  Mis- 


For  more  imormation  on  the 
Co<^>erative  Progrtom,  visit 
http://mbcb.org/cp. 


nSMB  toUM;  ntiD  iMdm  and 
"BIJM  of  fjiY:  imska  Maatr  Stototd  Ohm  Jsetam. 

•owr  tHgw  UFI  AiP  Mwm  I01^a^a^ _ 

SET  Miav  at  KTtrs  ui’  camm 

ttonMnto»BMCni«iton.F«iMi*  «■*»«**<»»»»*»'»*>*'■■ 
Intonatohn  vliB  in'aJiii|g|lliihH'>.  BATUNMIM  WKTAU:  Cmto  m 
cm.  idto  an*  Cando  «n**to  Cantoat  t» 

rOUY  AL  ^  SdMTIC^toAnat  tor 


•toto 


x?rtattv,i>" 


Submission  Guidolinos  ° 

The  Bagiat  Record  is  piaaied  to  pubiiah  news  and 

chiaehes  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convantion.  Maws  items 
and/or  ptwiograph*  dspiding  benefits  and  tcMim  lor  seoulai 
or  outside  otpanialian*  will  not  be  pubiabsd. 

Prslerrad  method:  news  may  be  aubmittad  electronic  aHy 
to  the  emeieddsaas  bnlorc  and  must  be  incfodad  In  the  , 
.jneeasge  sevnent  of  atT email  form,  Secortdary  method:  news 
may  be  typeawittan  or  neatty  prinead  on  8  1/2  by  D-inch  pepai 
and  mailod.  M  snicis*  must  be  recatoed  in  vwhina;  no  artici** 
wllba  aoosplad  over  the  telephone.  Du*  to  autr-piasant  viw 
gseaiB.  no  tsict  attachmants  wN  fa*  accepted  niutograph V-  • 
attachmsiraa'ln  JPEO  format  am  permiastode. 

Pises*  maka  artid**  oonda*.  kndud*  the  wdro.  whet,  udiea 
wNm  details  of  dw  story,  akmgjtdth  a  oontact  pmaon's 
addtasa  and  lalaphon*  nunfoar.  g 

WKiiuyiM^iw  rnun  bBBuhwiimd  <toclwiwioi#y  ms 

atteMiwawiHn.irTiOfai— Pt.HMdJipipli IIS gt Mill  madid  ^ 

mroiilP  me  postal  sertasetMi  pm  nmeeeapMd.  fTtpipiptoB  -  w 
ntoMTha  tfant  sheip.  and  wMHIggBd.  Photogtapha  miM*  depict  q 
peopta-We  Medscapa ;  bgddtMcor  ofajacHinly  PhsdjlMMM 


ihad  ujasBMlIiiUU  etapeng  wM  not  be  pufallahed.  cangger- , 
mM^gsaptw  and  other  )e«v  lestfMlnii  Itwito  Pal  do  net  — ~- 
^Plgduo*  wel  on  nswM*lnt  tee  ggnaraly  not  pufagaltaBe  ^ 
ThM  la  no  guarantee  duii  new*  Pam*  anVor  ptoatagMpI^ 
wW  fae  pufadshsd.  and  unsolicited  material  wa  net  be  ' 
sclrnowtstlned  or  retumad.  Al  new*  eanw  are  aubiecl  to  ’£1 
sdWng.  and  td  photographs  at*  aubtaet  to  otopping.  News  I'M 
itomt  and/or  photographs  can  be  publithad  on*  time  only.  -.J 
OeaMln*  tor  submitting  nawejs  ana  weak  prior  to  raquaated  -  ^ 
puMGMon  data.  Aniciae  diat  at*  not  dess  sartsitlve  wdl  b* 
pufaMiad  on  a  spans  eaedsbla  betiB.  That*  guldainas  are  ' 
not  meant  to  be  sirhausdae. 

Buenil  nmvAJa'Th*  gaptist  lltoard.  P.O.  Boh  630.  Jackson. 
MS  gHOBOgaO  FAX  (801)  aB-3330.  gmal;  bapMfecord* 
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Depend  on  the  Spirit  •  John  15:26-16:15 


What  did  Jem  teadi  abcNit  Ar  Trinity 
and  ^  ponmi  of  d>e  Holy  Mrit?  Theae 
two  queatioot  are  ckwdy  rewed.  deaus 
said  He  waa  going  to  send  the  Holy  Spirit 
irom  the  FaUter.  *But  witen  the  Hoper 
coinea,  whom  I  shaD  send  to  you  from  the 
Father,  the  &Hrit  of  tralh  who  proceeds 
horn  tne  Fatner,  Hr  will  testify  to  MoJ! 
Jolm^^(NKJV)-^thg^^H^  the 
Trinity}  are '^Sii^  verse  acti^  toge^ier 
incoooert  TbedueeperaonaaieGoddie 
I  FaAer,  Jesus  die  Son.  and  the  Holy  Spir- 
I  it  Ihe  term  Trinity  does  not  appear  in 
the  Bible  but  we  can  k)ok  at  Jeans  teach¬ 
ings.  When  die  Spirit  of  Trudi  coines 
from  the  Father  He  testifies  about  and  ex- 
plahis  the  Son.  ‘However,  when  He,  the 
Spirit  of  tnrth,  has  come.  He  will  guide 
300  into  an  truth;  for  He  wOl  not  qieak 
on  His  own  audiority,  but  ivhateier  He 
bears  He  wffl  speak;  aind  He  wiD  tell  you 
tfaingstoeome.  He  win  glorify  Me,  for  He 
win  take  of  what  is  Mine  and  dedare  it  to 
you,’  John  16:13-14  (HKJV). 

John  records  much  more  about  the 
Holy  Spirit  than  about  the  doctrine  of 
the  Tnnity,  not  that  they  ate  separate 


be  to  their  advantage.  *Nevertfael<^  I 
am  telling  you  the  truth.  It  is  for  your 


benefit  that  I  ro  awiw,  because  if  1  don't 
go  away  die  Counador  isff.  not  come  to 
yon.  ff  I  go,  I  ivin  send  HI to  you,* 
John  16:7  (HC8B). 

John  15:27  teOa  us  when  the  Hofy 
y tit  comes  witai.asiitg  to  Jesns,  He  wm 
aHo  h^  us  testify  about  Jesns  widi  pow¬ 
er  diiectly  from  God  the  Father.  *Ihave 
told  you  these  things  to  keqi  you  froaa 
stumbling,*  John  16:1  (HCSB).  One  of 
the  nuqor 
teachings 
about  God 
the  Spirit  is 
He  enables 
and  hdps 
ua  when  we., 
have  things 
too  bm  to 
do  aiooe 
Jesus  gave 
dw  d^ 

dples  a  yen'  specific  example  of  what 
tMv  would  moe  m  the  near  future.  Jesus 
tow  them  they  would  be  banned  from 
the  aynigognes.  The  synagogue  rulers 
were  CO  mg  to  participate  in  the  arrest  and 
crudnxion  of  Jesim  and  they  certainly 
did  not  want  his  followers  embairiasing 
them  in  the  synagogues  where  they  were 
in  charge. 

Jesus  told  them  they  were  not  only 


goimt  to  be  banned  from  the  synagognes 
M  ^  £a^  a  time  is  coming  when  any¬ 
one  who  kills  you  will  think  hr  is  (Aring 


onewhol 

service  tc  Go^*  John  16:2  (HCSB).  Jesus 
told  the  disciples  about  the  pcoblans  that ' 
were  Boing  to  beset  diem  qidcUy,  so  tbw 
wotdmi'l  stumble  or  be  sotprhed.  ‘But! 
have  told  you  these  things  ao  that  when 
dwir  time  comes  you  may  reroemher  I 
told  them  to  you.  I  didn't  tell  you  these 

dwiwsfrnttt 


inUsyoul 
e  G<^*J6 
diacipiesa 


Explore  ie 

with  Don  Hicks 


diaoover  diat  He  has  an 


die  nerin- 
ning,  oe- 
cauae I  was 
with  you,' 
John  16:4 
(HCSB). 

As  Jesus 
explains 
the  role 
the  Hofy 
Spirit  we 
easenfisl  role  in 


saNatioa.  God  has  to  enable  the  loat  to 
underatand  their  need  to  be  saved  and 
■he  diem  the  abQi|y  to  bdieve  and  He 
does  this  throu^  the  Hofy  Spirit  God 
gives  us  total  freedom  to  aboore  whether 
or  not  to  accept  Jesus  as  our  Lon)  and 
savior.  But  we  would  not  be  able  to  ac- 
cfpt  Christ  as  Saxior  and  Lord  without 
the  H(dy  Spirit  eiubliiig  us.  Jssussaidh 


this  way,  *When  He  comes.  He  will  ooo:- 
vict  the  world  about  sin,  riditeouBness, 
and  judgment;*  John  16:8  (HCSB). 

He  ooines  sin  as  not  bdieving  in  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  ‘About  sin,  because  do 
not  beheve  in  Me;’  Jeto  16:^  (HCSB). 
This  is  the  same  definition  of  sm  given  us 
hi  John  a:i8,  ’He  that  betievedi  on  him 
ia  not  juqBsd:'  be  that  believedi  not  hadi 
beoi  judged  abeaxfy,  because  be  hath  not 
befiew  on  the  name  of  the  only  begot¬ 
ten  Son  of  God,*  (ASV).  Ihe  ruler  of  tiiis 
world,  Satan,  has  alrMKfy  been  judged; 
'about  judgment  because  the  ruler  of 
this  woM  has  been  judged,*  John  16:11 
(HCSB). 

The  Hofy  Spirit  will  lead  ua  to  truth, 
*When  the  Spirit  of  truth  comes,  He 
will  guide  you  into  sH  truth,*  John  16:13 
(HCSS).  ..V.  maior  part  of  this  truth  is 
that  CM  sent  Hia  Son  that  He  might 
save  the  world. 

‘For  God  so  loved  the  worid  that  He 
gave  Hii  only  begotten  Soil  diat  who¬ 
ever  believes  in  ffim  should  not  perish 
but  have  everiasting  life.  ForGodmdnot 
send  Hfe  Son  into  me  world  to  condemn 
world,  hut  dial  die  world  thro^  Him 
might  be  aoved,*  John  3:i«^i7  (NKJV). 

flicks  is  a  member  qf Brandoft  Church, 
Brandon. 


A  Fight  You  Can't  Win  By  Yourself  •  RoiHans  7:14-8:2 


I  Paul  wasn't  afraid  to  be  transparent  doing  of  the  good  was  not  present  widun 
Iwith  the  Romans  about  Us  mninlet  as  him.  Paul  Isaroed  thst  dw  are  two  im- 
la  (3irisdan.  He  wanted  them  to  under-  tuiea  in  the  man.bocn  of  God.  In 
^standdmtSlthoiQghdMfyttad'rnfwIiieui  3:6,Jeauaaa»,'*™«Vvhi^li1^ofdie 
Christ  and  were  oead  to  sin  and  alive  to  Seah  is  flesh,  and  diat  which  ia  born  of 


digi  a  deeper  rut  for  himseif  in  his  frus- 
tradoo.  Paul  declared  the  wirtchedneae 
of  this  atuatioo  in  vans  24:  "O,  imhaimy 
aiidpltltMe  and  wretched  niffl  Adnife! 
"  '  ■  ■  ielivermefirom[the 


with  their  flerii  and  its  unholy  desires, 
e  wrote,  ’For  I  do  not  underatend  iny 
ciwn  actions  [I  am  baffled,  bewfldetedj. 
I  do  not  practice  or  accomplish  what  I 
wi^  but  I  do  die  very  thing  that  I  loathe 
[wUeh  my  morU  inatmet  condemns]. 
(Romans  7:15,  Amplified  Bible) 

“This  is  more  than  the  cry  of  one  des¬ 
perate  raan-'it  deacrlbes  die  experience 
of  any  Christian  struggling  against  sin  or 
trytegto  plesse  (tod  K  keeping  rales  and 
laws  vddmut  the  Spirit's  b^.  WemiM 
never  undereeliinito  the  power  of  ein. 
We  nmet  umer  attempt  to  fi^  h  m  our 
own  ftrenglk.*  (Life  AppBcatioa  Bible 
GoauBMDtvy) 

Paul  wrote  that  when  he  did  that  which 
he  hated,  it  wae  not  the  work  of  die  new 
maninhimtfaatwucicatedinriiditeoiia- 
neee,  hot  redier  it  wee  die  work  of  die  old 

wk  oature  dwett  in  hw  fleifa.  PmiI 
raaicad  dmt  three  waa  BO  good  Ihiiig  in 
hh  fiaMi.  iaat  as  diere  h  im  good  ddng  in 
ouia.  himde  he  willed  to  do  good,  but  die 


dieae  two  naturea  can  become  eo  intenae 
one  may  eomatiniee  wonder  whedanr 
be  is  indsed  in  right  standiiig  with  God. 
Dr.  (%atfas 
Stanley 
ttyt  that 
we  are  not 
to  dei:pair 
when  this' 
occurs  and 
that  he 
believes 
’everyone 
born  of 
(tod  paeo- 

aa  more  or  lew  throuiA  due;  and  often 
those  who  peas  throupi  die  deepest  are 
those  chosen  to  gkrify  (tod  the  moat* 

If  a  believer,  bowevei^  does  not  lee- 
ognixe  these  two  natures  and  seeks  to 

keep  the  law  and  live  under  it,  he  ia  moat 
mherefale.  In  Ua  toner  man  he  loop  for 
bohnaae,  but  wbfn  he  attempa  under 
the  law  to  bring  Mmut  diet  bohneaa,  he 


we  fied  Bible)  Then  Pam  epmes  to  the'r^- 
ler  toBboa  dbrt  he  haa  heed  delivered  from 
od.  this  body  of  death.  Inveise25hejoi^tolfy 

thaw  God 

far  Life  IRmh  concludes 

"  mM 

imnd  (the 

fen  new  man)  be  serves  the  law  of  God,  hut 
are  wididw  flesh  (the  old  natureX  the  law  of 
ato.  Paul  declares  to  Romaiw  8:1-2  that 
ee-  three  to  now  no  oondemiwtioo  to  those 
to  who  are  to  Christ  Jeeua.  We  are  dead  to 
oat  stoaiiddielaw,lnita]iveto(toddiroa|^ 
for  Christ  Jaeua.  We  are  memhen  of  m 
der  body  and  stooe  there  ia  no  condemnation 
he  to  Him.  neither  is  there  in  ua  to  the  new 


m  '2!! 

^^BfeariwulS 

Derig 


"Hearing  is  Believina" ;  MSy4  udio  LLC 


man  created  in  righteousness  and  true 

L-lt _  2a  ■aIa.aa 


vm,  Mither  if  tbM  in  uf  in  the  new 


be—bSttUfe  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of 
Hfe  in  Christ  Jesus  has  made  us  free  from 
rlv  Ijw  of  sin  snd  dentil. 


Charles  amigeoa  made  this  profound 
tatetnent,  *&vu  enters  us  now  as 
tetloper  and  a  stranger,  and  works  sad 
havoc,  but  H  does  n^itoidedn  us  upon 
the  dfrooe;  it  is  an  sBen,  and  despired, 
and  no  more  honored  arid  ddigbted  in. 
We  are  dead  to  the  reigntog  power  of  sin.* 
’For  through  the  law  I  died  to  the  law 
ao  the*  I  migCiyhre  to  God.  I  have  been 
crucified  1^  (Met,  and  if  s  no  tooger  I 
who  live,  but  Christ  who  lives  to  me.  And 
the  hfe  which  I  now  live  to  the  flesh,  I  live 
by  feith  in  Son  of  (tod  Who  loved  me 

and  gave  Himself  up  for  me.’  (Galatiaiu 
2:19-20)'  . 

fytor  tboo^  we  walk  in  the  flesh,  we 
do  not  war  dW  the  flesh;  for  the  weap¬ 
ons  of  our  warfrue  are  not  rernal  but 
mi^ity  through  (tod  to  the  pulling  down 
of  stronghold*  (2  Corinthians  10:3-4, 
WV) 
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Light  MKlC*rot«,  Doc.  16 


MUIAH  CHURCH.  DECAniR.  rwognbM  Ha  pgrlM  at-» 
tandara  in  Sunday  SdtocM  tor  tha  2012  - 13  church  yMiRlahatii 
Snowdan  •  Alan  Rally  •  ona  yaart  Mary  Ann  KaHy.  Nathan 
KaNy.HaaaySnoNManRGaryftnaon-twoyaar.BaBaWit- 
liama,  BMy  E.  WlWams  •  thraa  yaarK  Elton  Bn^an  -  20  yaara; 
Barbara  J.  Hatilaod  •  31  yaarr,  Lavama  Chanty  RWW  Moday 
•  36  yaara;  NaH  MoMay  •  44  yaara.  Psator  la  Gary  fUvara. 


Tha  youth  of  CALVARY  CHURCH,  ROGUE  CHITTO. 
anjoyad  a  prograaaiva'auppar  Oac.  16.  Youth  attending,  front 
nm.  left  to  right  Gaorganna  Allan.  Carrla  Pyaatt,  Kinlay  Ooug- 
laa.  Rally  Laaka;  back  row,  ChariWa  Wilaon,  Racy  Laggatt  Rara 
Bath  Croaby,  and  Emily  Croahy.  -S 


-nMrtMMran  o»IASfhH>E  CHUHbf 


Tha  cMIdran  from  GRACE  UNTTED  CHURCH.  DECATUR,  praaantad  thair  Chriatmaa  pro- 
gram.Tha  Story,  Oac.  16,  undar  tha  diraction  of  MHchalla  Addy. 


CKAim'  jf'Tfprr^ 

present^  iMr  cnnilmas  muwcdl  Out  of  m  Bqbc. 


